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Judge: Ex-felons can vote despite fines, fees 


Ruling: Law passed 
by legislature, DeSantis 
is unconstitutional 


By STEVEN LEMONGELLO 
AND MARK SKONEKI 


A federal judge’s ruling Sunday 
opens the door for hundreds of 
thousands of ex-felons to be able 
to vote in Florida despite owing 
fines and fees. 

Pending an appeal from Gov. 
DeSantis, the ruling on Amend- 
ment 4 by U.S. District Court 


Judge Robert Hinkle in Talla- 
hassee is potentially one the larg- 
est expansions of the voter fran- 
chise in Florida history, and it 
comes just months before the 
state could play a deciding role in 
the November election for presi- 
dent. 

Hinkle ruled that a law passed 
by the Legislature and signed by 
DeSantis was unconstitutional be- 
cause “the State of Florida has 
adopted a system under which 
nearly a million otherwise-eligible 
citizens can vote only if they pay 
an amount of money. ... Many do 
not know, and some may not be 


able to find out, how much they 
must pay.” 

The judge called the law a “pay- 
to-vote system.” 

“Today’s ruling by US District 
Judge Robert Hinkle finally clears 
up an argument that should not 
have taken place,” the Florida 
League of Women Voters said in a 
statement. “The voters were clear 
in 2018 when more than 64% of 
the electorate voted in favor of 
Amendment 4, which restored the 
constitutional right to vote to ex- 
felons not convicted of murder 
and felony sexual assault. But after 
the passage of Amendment 4, the 


Florida Legislature, via SB 7066, 
sought to ensure that ex-felons, 
without the means to pay back all 
financial obligations, would es- 
sentially endure a lifetime ban on 
voting. 

The governor’s office could not 
immediately be reached for com- 
ment. 

Matthew Isbell, who runs the 
MCI Maps website devoted to po- 
litical mapmaking and analysis, 
said it was unclear what political 
effect the ruling would have this 
year if itis upheld. 

“Yes, you'll have an uptick in 
some registration,” Isbell said. 


“You will see a maybe a quick 
surge, like how there was a boost 
right after the amendment passed 
before everything kind of got put 
on hold by the Legislature’s law. 
But how far does that go? That’s 
what’s up in the air” 

It’s also uncertain which party 
would benefit the most, even as 
Isbell said there was a lot of “wish- 
ful thinking” among Democratic 
activists. 

But even a relative handful of 
votes can make all the difference 
in Florida. George W. Bush won 
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Lost jobs 
might not 
come back 


South Florida industries 
hurt particularly bad 
during lockdown 

By SUSANNAH BRYAN 


The coronavirus pandemic has 
been a brutal game changer for 
the U.S. job market, forcing com- 
panies to shed millions ofjobs that 
might never come back. 

The outlook for some jobs, par- 
ticularly in tourism-dependent 
markets like South Florida, is 
bleak. 

“There’s 149 metro areas in the 
South and [South Florida] is the 
worst performing,” said Kwame 
Donaldson, senior economist with 
the rating agency Moody’s Analyt- 
ics. “South Florida has industries 
that will be hit the hardest. Tour- 
ism, jobs in real estate, retail. A lot 
of industries that South Florida 
specializes in are in the bull’s-eye 
in the measures taken to stop the 
spread of the virus.” 

Lockdowns and social distanc- 
ing rules have dealt a crushing 
blow to several industries: hotels, 
restaurants, casinos, retail, air- 
lines, cruise ships and ride-share 
companies like Uber. 

Restaurants nationwide are ex- 
pecting to lose up to $240 billion 
by the end of the year, according to 
the National Restaurant Associ- 
ation. 

Some simply won’t make it to 
the other side of the pandemic, 
said Marc Weinstein, a business 
professor at Florida International 
University. 

“Restaurants with lush capital 
reserves will survive, but many 
won't survive,” he said. “I antici- 
pate some people won’t want to 
eat out because they have less 
money and are fearful. There will 
be less demand. The longer the 
duration of the pandemic, the 
higher the number of establish- 
ments that will fail.” 

Gyms might also be forced to 
close. 

“Restaurants and gyms both 
have high failure rates in the best 
of times,” Weinstein said. “Some 
people might not feel comfortable 
going to the gym and instead hire a 
personal trainer. Some gyms are 
not going to survive.” 

Retail workers have also been 
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Golden Corral buffet reopens with restrictions in Boynton Beach on Friday. Changes include providing 
plastic gloves and napkins near the trays for patrons to use when serving themselves. 


CHANGES LINED UP 
FOR BUFFET FANS 


South Florida’s all-you-can-eats must fold or adapt to new rules 


By ANDREW BORYGA 
AND ANGIE DIMICHELE 


Will coronavirus kill the buf- 
fet? Already a number of South 
Florida staples, like Sweet To- 
matoes and the Farmer’s Pick 
Buffet at the Isle Casino, seem to 
have thrown in the towel. Then 
there’s Blue Moon Fish Co., 
bringing back its noted Sunday 
Brunch for the first time this 
weekend, proceeding with cau- 
tion and hoping loyal customers 
return. 

Buffets pose their own unique 
danger for virus transmission 
because of so many hands that 
have been so many places touch- 
ing shared utensils in row upon 
row of communal dishes. Medi- 
cal professionals and organiza- 
tions like the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration have recom- 
mended discontinuing self- 
serve stations, salad bars and 
buffets. 

Diners who enjoy the experi- 
ence have good reason to pro- 
ceed with caution. If you do ven- 
ture out to buffets, expect 
changes. 
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Marc Verderame, owner of four Golden Corrals in Florida, including 
two in Palm Beach County, said his restaurants were particularly 
hurt because they could not do much delivery or takeout. “Our 


model isn’t geared toward that.” 


Markings on the floor will 
keep you socially distanced on 
line. Plastic gloves and napkins 
will be provided for you before 
you put food on your plate. In 
some cases, staff will do the 
serving for you as you stand be- 
hind enhanced sneeze guards 
and point. 


For some restaurant owners, 
the cost of new sanitary mea- 
sures after weeks of lost busi- 
ness is a deal-breaker. 

Sweet Tomatoes, the all-you- 
can-eat buffet style restaurant 
chain with eight locations in 


See BUFFET, 8A 


Kraft’s 
hearing 
available 
to public 


Patriots owner's case 
will be argued on Zoom 


By MARC FREEMAN 


In the continuing South Florida 
courtroom drama about sex vide- 
os and New England Patriots foot- 
ball team owner Robert Kraft, 
there’s a new, unexpected focus 
on cameras and public exposure. 

Of all the cases that could wind 
up being argued on Zoom video- 
conferencing, it’s the Kraft mas- 


ae 


sage parlor 
prostitution 
case. 


Lawyers for 
the billionaire 
businessman 
had stressed to 
the state appel- 
late court that it 
would be far 
better to hold an 
upcoming hear- 


Kraft 


ing in person. 

But not only is the session set 
for June 30, the public will be able 
to watch it all live on their own 
video screens. Not as a Zoom par- 
ticipant, but by streaming it online 
from the Fourth District Court of 
Appeal’s website. 

Zoom wasn’t part of the origi- 
nal plan. But the new coronavirus 
pandemic sidetracked all jury tri- 
als and most in-person court hear- 
ings for the past two months. 

So to maintain social distancing 
but still hold important proceed- 
ings, the Florida Supreme Court 
and various lower courts last 
month began using Zoom or pro- 
grams like it, where lawyers and 
judges appear on camera through 
computer connections. 

Even the U.S. Supreme Court 
broke with tradition this month 
and began holding hearings using 
telephone-only connections, but 
not video. 

“Florida’s state courts are 175 
years old now and have always 
held their most important hear- 
ings in live courtroom events,” 
said Craig Waters, spokesman for 
the Supreme Court. “But I think a 
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Deputies in takedown of teen say they were standing their ground 


Defense lawyers claim 
clients were charged 
for political reasons 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA 


The deputies who pepper- 
sprayed and beat teenager 


Delucca Rolle in an aggressive 
takedown in Tamarac last spring 
are telling a Broward judge they 
were standing their ground and 
should not face a misdemeanor 
battery trial. 

Sgt. Gregory LaCerra was one 
of two deputies who arrested 
Rolle, then 15, in the parking area 
of a shopping center last April 18. 


Bystander video of the arrest went 
viral as it showed LaCerra shoving 
Rolle by the head, then spraying 
him in the face. As Rolle tried to 
step away, LaCerra grabbed him 
and brought him to the ground. 
The second deputy, Christo- 
pher Krickovich, was then shown 
subduing Rolle by punching him 
and forcibly shoving his head to 


the ground. 

Video of the takedown drew 
outrage from critics who called ita 
clear example of white law en- 
forcement officers using excessive 
force against a black youth. In De- 
cember, Broward Sheriff Gregory 
Tony fired Krickovich, reflecting a 
zero-tolerance approach on mis- 
conduct. LaCerra is on restricted 


duty. 
In motions filed this week, de- 
fense lawyers Eric Schwartzreich 
and Jeremy Kroll said their clients 
were charged for political reasons, 
and they sought to portray the vid- 
eos in a context that validated 
their clients’ actions. 
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